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Wally Funk, Famed Woman Aviator, to Lecture at the International Women’s Air & Space Museum


Mary Wallace “Wally” Funk, an accomplished pilot and the youngest member of the Mercury 13, will be sharing her experiences in a lecture at the International Women’s Air & Space Museum on Saturday, March 10, 2007 at 11:00 am.  This is the second of two lectures at the museum in conjunction with the exhibit, Mercury Women: Forgotten Link to the Future.  On Saturday, February 24, 2007 at 2:00 pm, Dr. Kim McQuaid, Professor of History at Lake Erie College, will be speaking on Racism, Sexism & Space Ventures: Civil Rights at NASA in the Nixon Era and Beyond.  Dr. McQuaid will examine the changes at NASA during the Nixon era that opened the door for women in the U.S. space program.  

Funk underwent secret astronaut testing in 1961 and passed with flying colors.  But she and the other twelve women who passed the rigorous physical tests were denied an opportunity to go further when the testing was halted at NASA’s request.  Congressional hearings were held in 1962 to determine the role of women in the U.S. space program, concluding that inclusion of women as astronaut candidates was something to be considered at a later time.   It would be more than twenty years before an American woman would go into space when Sally Ride flew on the space shuttle Challenger in 1983.  Russia sent the first woman into space in 1963.


After the testing Funk went back to her work as a flight instructor and accomplished many firsts in aviation, including becoming the first female investigator for the National Transportation & Safety Board.  She has focused much of her efforts on aviation safety and 
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speaks extensively on the subject.  Funk has never given up her dream of going into space and plans to be a space tourist in 2008 with Space Adventures.


The lecture series is made possible in part by the Ohio Humanities Council, a state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  Additional support came from Southwest Airlines.

Funk’s lecture will take place during IWASM’s second annual Family Day.  This year’s theme is Women in Space.  Admission to all programming and the museum is free.  The International Women’s Air & Space Museum is located in the terminal building of Burke Lakefront Airport, 1501 N. Marginal Road.  Museum admission is free and exhibits are open daily 8:00 am – 8:00 pm.  The Fay Gillis Wells Research center and Gift Shop are open 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday and by appointment.  Both will be open for the lecture series.  For more information call the museum at 216-623-1111 or visit the website at www.iwasm.org.
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